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Chiefly  because  of  increased  consumer  incomes,  prices  of  all  classes  of 
poultry  have  averaged  considerably  higher  in  1942  than  in  1941.  because  of 
the  seasonal  price  decline  in  prospect  for  the  last  quarter  of  1942,  ceilings 
established  at  highest  levels  reached  between  september  28  and  october  2  may 
have  little  effect  on  poultry  prices  during  that  period.    however,  if  these 
ceilings  are  continued  in  force,  without  seasonal  adjustments,  prices  of  both 
hens  and  chickens  will  be  lower  in  1943  than  in  much  of  1942. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 
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l  1  K  n 

UNIT 

SEPT. 

AVER AG B 

1941 

1942 

PCT.  OF 

YEAR 
EARLIER 

4VPD  A rv 

n  V  IS  KAutS 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

Mi  I  Hon 

1931-40 

266 

256 

271 

287 

301 

111 

I/umber 

1931-40 

8.  9 

12.  2 

10.  0 

12.  3 

10.0 

1  fin 

Mi  I  .  case 

1931-40 

6.  33 

8.  66 

7.  57 

9.  82 

8.  37 

111 
ill 

Stocks,   eggs:  1 

1,000  case 

1931-40 

6,  169 

5,  512 

4,  846 

6,  761 

5,  377 

111 
ill 

1,000  case 

1931-40 

2,  929 

4,661 

3,  977 

7,  106 

6,  111 

154 

1,000  case 

619 

596 

0 

0 

A 

U 

1,000  case 

512 

781 

149 

152 

10 

1  onn  case 

1931-40 

9,  187 

11,  304 

10,  199 

14,  005 

11,  640 

114 

Purchases,  eggs,  USDA: 

Drieda   

Mil*  lb. 

6.6 

5.  6 

9.0 

9.9 

180 

97 

88 

0.  1 

11.9 

14 

Sbell,  blue  stamps  

7  nnn  m.^& 

1  tUUU  UL*OtS 

211 

193 

— 

0 

0 

Liquid  egg  production*  

Mil  Ih 

n  ir  If  a        If  U  • 

22.  6 

17.8 

81.  3 

78.7 

44  2 

Mil*  lb. 

2.9 

3.  7 

20.  9 

20.9 

ODD 

Commercial  hatchery  operations: 

Mi  1 1  ion 

30.  8 

30.  2 

36.  4 

34.  5 

1  14 

Mill  ion 

19.  2 

19.  1 

22.  4 

22.  3 

117 
ill 

Receipts: 

Poultry,   dressed,   four  markets  .... 

Mil.  lb. 

19  31-40 

26.  6 

82.  7 

34.  4 

86.8 

43.  2 

126 

Car 

1936-40 

896 

40  2 

431 

421 

518 

:  20 

Car 

1936-40 

8  27 

530 

701 

564 

— 

106 

Poultry,   live,  Midwest,  per  plant  .   .  . 

1 , 000  I  b . 

1932-40 

23.  0 

22.  9 

27.  0 

32.  9 

44.  6 

165 

Fowl  (hens),    live,   Midwest,   per  plant  . 

1,000  lb. 

1932-40 

8.  3 

9.  1 

7.  7 

12.  4 

16.  7 

204 

Young  stock,  live,  Midwest,   per  plant  . 

1,000  lb. 

1932-40 

14.  3 

13.  4 

18.  9 

19.  8 

27.  8 

147 

Stocks,  poultry:  1 

Mil.  lb. 

1936-40 

11.8 

9.  7 

11.  8 

7.  9 

9.  3 

79 

Mil.  lb. 

1936-40 

6.  2 

5.  3 

8.  9 

6.  8 

11.  3 

127 

Mil.  lb. 

1936-40 

6.  7 

8.  9 

12.  9 

7.  6 

20.  1 

156 

Mil.  lb. 

1936-40 

14.  1 

18.  0 

20.  6 

22.  7 

29.  9 

145 

Mil.  lb. 

1936-40 

8.  0 

12.  8 

9.  2 

12.  1 

8.  4 

91 

Mil.  lb. 

1936-40 

9.  7 

11.  7 

12.  6 

9.  2 

9.  5 

75 

Miscellaneous  and  unclassified  .... 

Mil.  lb. 

1936-40 

16.  1 

19.  0 

20.  6 

21.  2 

28.  0 

136 

Mil.  lb. 

1936-40 

71.  6 

86.  4 

96.  7 

86.  6 

116.  5 

120 

Prices  received  by  farmers: 

Cent 

1931-40 

21.  5 

26.  8 

80.  3 

32.  2 

34.  7 

116 

Cent 

1931-40 

30.  8 

28.  3 

33.  6 

31.  7 

37.  3 

111 

Percent 

1981-40 

71 

96 

90 

10  2 

93 

10  3 

Cent 

1931-40 

13.  9 

16.  3 

16.  3 

19.  6 

20.  3 

125 

Chickens,  parity  price  per  pound    •   .  • 

Cent 

1931-40 

14.  6 

15.  5 

15.  7 

17.  8 

17.  8 

110 

Chickens,  percentage  of  parity  .... 

Percent 

1931-40 

94 

105 

104 

118 

117 

112 

Cent 

1936-40 

16.  3 

16.  1 

17.  5 

19.  9 

21.  7 

124 

Turkeys,  parity  price  per  pound  .... 

Cent 

1936-40 

18.  6 

19.  6 

19.  9 

21.  9 

21.  9 

110 

Percent 

1936-40 

82 

82 

88 

91 

99 

112 

All  farm  commodities  (1910-14  =  100).  . 

Index  no. 

1931-40 

97 

131 

139 

16  3 

163 

117 

Chickens  and  eggs  (1910-14  =  100)  .  .  . 

Index  no. 

1931-40 

106 

130 

141 

156 

166 

118 

Wholesale  prices,  Chicago: 

Cent 

1931-40 

21.  3 

27.  4 

28.  8 

34.  2 

36.  5 

123 

Cent 

1936-40 

18.  6 

19.  1 

20.  3 

22.5 

22.  6 

111 

Live  broilers,  B.  R. ,  per  pound  .... 

Cent 

1936-40 

18.  6 

19.  8 

20.  4 

25.  7 

27.  3 

134 

Live  roasters,   light,  W.  R.  ,  per  pound  . 

Cent 

1936-40 

17.  3 

19.  2 

18.  4 

24.  8 

25.  2 

137 

Live  roasters,   heavy,  W.  R. ,  per  pound.  . 

Cent 

1936-40 

17.  8 

19.  3 

18.  1 

24.  9 

24.  2 

134 

Cash  farm  income:  9 

Mil.  dol. 

1936-40 

866 

1,  10  1 

1,  298 

1,  400 

127 

Mil.  dol. 

1936-40 

72 

88 

87 

126 

142 

Price  ratios: 

Lb.  feed 

1986-40 

13.  7 

13.  5 

IS.  2 

15.  2 

15.  9 

120 

Chicago,  Light  Roasters,  W.  R.  ,-feed  .  . 

Lb.  feed 

1936-40 

12.  8 

13.  1 

11.  9 

14.  6 

14.  7 

124 

Lb.  feed 

1981-40 

19.  1 

19.  3 

20.  6 

19.  3 

20.  7 

100 

Lb.  feed 

1931-40 

12.  6 

11.  7 

11  i 
1 1.  1 

11  7 

11.  7 

14  1 
1Z.  1 

109 

Lb.  feed 

1936-40 

12.0 

11.6 

11.  9 

It  9 

12.  9 

108 

Peed  cost  per  cwt. ,  farm  poultry  ration.  . 

Do  I  lar 

1981-40 

1.  21 

1.  39 

1.  47 

1.67 

1.  68 

114 

Wholesale  food  prices  (1936-39  =  100)    .  . 

Index  no. 

1931-40 

96.  4 

110.  2 

113.  1 

127.  4 

129.  6 

115 

Retail  food  prices  (19  35  -  39  =  100)     .  '.  . 

Index  no. 

1931-40 

98.2 

108.0 

110.  7 

126.  1 

126.  6 

114 

Prices  paid  by  farmers  including  interest 

1981-40 

110 

Index  no. 

128 

136 

188 

16  2 

152 

Retail  prices  (BLS): 

Eggs,  strictly  fresh,  per  dozen  .... 
Nonagricultural   employees'  compensation 

Cent 

1931-40 

30.  3 

32.  9 

32.9 

42.0 

42.  5 

129 

Cent 

1981-40 

37.  2 

4  2.  7 

46.  9 

61.7 

65.  2 

118 

127 

Index  no. 

1981-40 

93.  7 

147.4 

161.9 

186.  9 

End  of  month.     Frozen  eggs  converted  to  case  equivalent. 
3Inclndes  purchases  for  future  delivery. 
3Adjusted  for  wastage  in  distribution. 

4Includes  production  by  egg-drying  plants  as  well  as  by  strictly  commercial  egg-breaking  plants. 
8Car  equivalent  of  receipts  by  freight,  truck  and  express. 

8Pigures  for  1941  and  1942  are  not  strictly  comparable;  figures  for  poultry  and  eggs  for  1942  are  based  on  revised 
production  data  and  include  broilers. 
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THE    POULTRY    AND    EGG  SITUATION 

&uzBmary 

Temporary  ceilings  "became  effective  October  5  r&  wholesale  and  retail 
prices  of  shell,  dried,  and  frozen  eggs,  and  on  all  classes  of  poultry  at 
highest  levels  reached  between  September  28  and  October  2.    Deliveries  of 
dried  eggs  and  other  products  to  the  United  States  Government  under  contracts 
made  prior  to  October  5  ar°  exempt.    Ceiling  prices  on  both  eggs  and  poultry 
are  materially  higher  than  prices  which  prevailed  in  the  last  quarter  of  19^-1. 
Since  October  5  prices  of  eggs  have  been  steady  but,  as  a  result  of  the 
seasonal  increase  in  marketings,  prices  of  chicken  and  fowl  have  tended  to 
decline.    Retail  prices  of  eggs  may  average  20  percent  higher  in  19^-2  than 
in  19Ul. 

Total  egg  production  in  I9U3  may  be  6  to  8  percent  larger  than  in  19^-2. 
With  increasing  military  and  lend-lease  requirements,  the  civilian  per  capita 
supply  may  bo  about  the  same  as  in  19^2,  that  is,  about  315  eg£3  compared  witl 
3lU  eggs  in  I9UI  and  a  1935-39  average  of  300  eggs. 

.  The  total  supply  of  chicken  meat  in  19^+3  ^s  likely  to  be  larger  than  ir 
19^2,  and  the  per  capita  supply  probably  will  be  the  largest  on  record.  How- 
ever, because  of  increased  purchasing  power  and  the  tight  meat  situation,  the 
demand  for  poultry  meat  in  19^3  may  exceed  the  supply,  even  though  production 
of  commercial  broilers  and  cut-of-season  chicks  is  expanded.     The  19^2  supply 
of  chicken  meat  is  estimated  to  be  15  to  IS  percent  larger  than  in  19^1.  The 
per  capita  civilian  consumption  is  estimated  to  be  22.6  pounds  compared  with 
20.2  pounds  in  19^1  and  a  1935-39  average  of  13.7  pounds.    Retail  prices  in 
19^2  may  average  18  percent  higher  than  in  19U1. 

—  October  23,  I9U2 
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REVIEW  OF  RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS 

Temporary  Price  Ceilings  Established 
for  Poultry  and  Eggs 

Effective  October  5»  temporary  60-day  ceilings  were  established  on 
wholesale  and  retail  prices  of  all  shell,  dried,  frozen,  and  tanner  eggs,  and 
on  all  chickens,  fowl,  roosters,  capons,   turkeys,  ducks,  geese,  pigeons, 
squabs,  and  game  birds,   including  live,  dressed,  drawn,  split,  or  disjointed, 
and  all  other  forms  when  sold  f,  or  human  consumption*   Prices  were  established  at  the 
highest  levels  reached  from  September  28  through  October  2.    Highest  quota- 
tions during  this  period  for  fresh  firsts  at  Chicago  were  39  *°  ^-0  cents  per 
dozen,  for  heavy  live  hens  were  22.5  cents  per  pound,  and  were  23<>5  cents  per 
pound  for  heavy  White  Rock  roasters.     In  relation  to  prices  which  prevailed  in 
the  last  quarter  of  19^1,  quoted  prices  in  the  specified  period  were  10  to  20| 
percent  higher  for  eggs,  15  to  30  percent  higher  for  live  hens,  }0  to  50  per- 
cent higher  for  live  chickens,  and  25  to  35  percent  higher  for  turkeys.  (See 
chart  on  cover  page.) 

Egg  prices  usually  rise  from  September  to  November  but  poultry  prices 
usually  decline  in  that  period.    Present  ceiling  prices  for  eggs  are  5  *°  ^5 
percent  higher  than  estimated  average  prices  in  19*+2,  and  for  turkeys  slightly 
higher.    Prices  of  most  classes  of  fowl  and  young  chickens  reached  the  highest 
levels  for  the  year  to  date  in  late  August  or  early  September.     Ceiling  prices 
for  heavy  roasters  were  relatively  further  below  the  highest  prices  jreachod 
this  year  than  were  prices  of  other  classes  of  poultry. 


Prices  at  which  sales  are  made  by  an  individual  farmer  direct  to  con- 
sumers are  controlled  only  if  direct  sales  of  all  food  products  produced  on 
his  farm  exceeded  $75  i&  the  preceding  month.    All  deliveries  of  eggs  or 
poultry  to  agencies  of  the  United  States  Government  under  contracts  entered 
into  prior  to  October  5i  19^2  are  exempt.  ■ 

On  October  15  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  set  ceilings  on  dried 
eggs  for  sale  to  all  Government  agencies  at  Agricultural  Marketing 
Administration  levels.    Announced  AMA  prices  provide  for  a  price  increase  of 
1-1/2  cents  per  pound  every  2  weeks  until  December  3»  19^-2.     The  price 
increases  compensate  egg  driers  for  storage  costs  accrued  in  the  egg  drying 
process.    Prices  on  transactions  confined  to  the  private  trade  must  be  kept 
at  the  original  ceiling  levels. 

On  October  17  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  raised  the  egg-price 
ceiling  on  Chicago  options  for  Octobers,  Novembers,  and  Decembers  to  37»90 
cents  per  dozen.    Previous  ceiling  prices  were  36* &5  cents  for  Octobers, 
36.75  cents  for  Novembers,  and  3^'-95  cents  for  Decembers.     Little  future 
trading  is  done  at  New  York  and  no  change  was  made  in  the  ceilings  there. 


Sales  of  Fowls  From  laying  Flocks 
Continue  Hoary 

Numbers  of  layers  on  farms  increased  by  lU  million  head  between  August 
and  September  compared  with  an  increase  cf  17  million  head  in  the  same  pericd 
last  year,  and  10  million  head  in  tho  1931^40  period.-    In  September  the  mm 
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of  layers  on  farms  was  11  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  compared  with  13 
percent  larger  in  August.    These  trends,  together  with  large  receipts  of  fowl 
at  Midwest  primary  markets,  reflect  delayed  sales  of  heEs  rather  than 
liquidation  of  laying  f lochs.    With  the  largo  number  of  pullets  to  "be  added 
to  laying  flocks,  however,  more  old  hens  than  usual  may  "be  sold  this  fall  to 
provide  adequate  housing  space  for  the  younger  laying  "birds. 

The  average1  number  of  eggs  laid  per  hen  in  September  was  about  the  same 
as  last  year,  "but  otherwise  was  the  highest  on  record.    Total  egg  production 
in  September  was  11  percent  above  a  year  earlier;  in  the  first  9  months  of 
19^2  egg  production  was  15  percent  larger  than  in  the  same  period  last  year. 

September  Out -0 f - S 1 0 rage  Movement  of 
Sggs  Above  Average 

Net  withdrawal  of  all'  eggs  in  storage  during  September  was  the 
equivalent  of  2,h  million  cases,  compared  with  1.1  million  cases  in  September 
19^1  and  a  1936-Uo  average  of  1.6  million  cases.     The  use  of  eggs  for  drying 
is  largely  responsible  for  the  heavy  withdrawals  this  year. '  The  equivalent 
of  about  621,000  cases  of  storage  eggs  v/as  used  by  egg  driers  during  September 
This  represented  26  percent  of  the  total  hot  out-of-storage  movement  for  eggs 
during  September .and  30  percent  of  all  eggs  used  by  driers. 

October  1  stocks  of  shell  eggs  were  1.2  percent  smaller  than  a  year 
earlier  but  stocks  of  frozen  eggs  were  3^.6  percent  larger.    Total  stocks  of 
.eggs  were  l.U  million  cases  or  1'4  percent  larger  than  on  October  1,  19^1. 
The  quantity  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs  earmarked  for  drying  in  fulfillment  of 
dried  egg  contracts  for  delivery  to  the  Federal  Surplus  Commodities 
Corporation  was  equivalent  to  3.9  million  cases. 

Lried  5gg  Product  ion  Continue  3  Heavy 

The  Agricultural  Marketing  Administration  purchased  10  million  pounds 
of  dried  eggs  during  September  and  19^  million  pounds  from  January  1  to 
October  1.    On  October  1  commitments  for  deliver,/  of  dried  eggs  to  FSCC  in 
the  last  3  months  of  the  year  totaled  5.4  million  cases  of  sh-ll-egg  equiva- 
lent.    Considerable  quantities  of  dried  eggs  also  are  being  purchased  for  the 
military  forces.     Egg  drying  facilities  have  been  operating  at  or  near 
capacity  to  supply  all  requirements.    Production  in  September  was  about  21 
million  pounds,  and  in  the  first  9  months  of  I9U2    172  million  pounds.  Last 
year  production  in  September  was  3.7  million  pounds  and  from  January  to 
September    22.3  million  pounds. 

Egg  Prices  Steady  Since  October  2 

Wholesale  prices  of  eggs  at  Chicago  and  San  Francisco  .advanced  by  1  to 
5  cents  from  mid-September  to  October  2,  and  at  New  York  by  1  to  4  cents. 
Since  that  time  prices  have  been  about  steady.    The  average  price  received  by 
farmers  for  eggs  in  raid-September  in  the  United  States  v/as  3^.7  cents  per 
dozen.     This  was  93  percent  of  parity  and  10  percent  higher  than  September  15i 
I9U1.     The  average  retail  price  of  strictly  fresh  eggs  in  51  cities  as 
reported  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  increased  from  5L7  cents  in 
August  to  55.2  cents  in  September.    Last  year  retail  prices  reached  a  seasonal 
high  in  November  of  5^»9    cents  per  dozen. 
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Record  Large  Receipts  of  Live  Poultry 

Farm  marketings  of  both  fowl  and  young  chickens  have  increased  in 
recent  weeks  and  total  receipts  of  poultry  at  Midwest  markets  on  a  live -weight 
basis  in  September  ard  early  October  v/er;-  over  twice  as  large  as  a  year  earlier. 
Receipts  of  young  stock  have  leveled  off  recently  but  such  receipts  have  been 
over  ko  percent  larger  than  in  the  corresponding  weeks  of  19*41.     Receipts  of 
fowl,  on  the  other  hand,  have  increased  sharply  and  during  September  averaged 
104  percent  larger  than  in  September  last  year.    Receipts  of  dressed  poultry 
at  four  principal  markets  also  continue  above  those  a  year  earlier.  The 
large  marketings  reflect  the  10  percent  larger  number  of  chickens  raised  this 
year  and  heavier  average  weights. 

Into-Storage  Movement  of  Poul  try  Unusually  Large 

Reflecting  heavier  farm  marketings,  the  into-storage  movement  of  poultry 
during  September  was  over  2-1 /2  times  as  large  as  in  September  19H1  and  the 
highest  on  record  for  that  month.    The  heavy  movement  of  young  chickens  into 
storage  accounted  for  a  large  part  of  the  increase.    Total  stocks  on  October  1 
were  21  percent  above  the  previous  record  large  October  1  stocks  last  year. 
Stocks  of  all  types  of  poultry  except  broilers,  ducks,  and  turkeys  were  larger j 
than  a  year  earlier. 

Poultry  Prices  Decline  Somewhat 

The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  in  mid-September 
was  20.3  cents  per  round,  11"  percent  of  parity  and  25  percent  higher  than  on 
September  15,  19^1.     Prom  mid-September  to  mid-October,  prices  of  hens  .and 
spring  chickens  at  Chicago  declined  seasonally.    However,  broiler  prices  in- 
creased from  September  15  to  October  2  and  have  since  been  about  steady. 
Turkey  prices  at  Chicago  have  been  about  steady  since  September  15.    Prices  of 
most  classes  of  poultry  at  Hew  York  declined  during  the  past  month.  At 
San  Francisco,  prices  of  hens  tended  to  increase  while  prices  of  young  chickens 
declined.     In  mid-September  the  average  retail  price    of  roasting  chickens  in 
leading  cities  of  the  country  was  42.5  cents  per  pound,  slightly  higher  than 
in  August  and*  2Q  percent  higher  than  in  September  1941. 

OUTLOOK 

3ACKG-30UND . -  Largely  because  of  increased  numbers  of  layers 
in  farm  flocks,  egg  production  during  the  first  9  months  of 
1942  was  15  percent  larger  than,  in  the  corresponding  period 
in  1941.    However,  the  effect  of  increased  consumer  incomes 
and  large  military  and  lend-lease  demand  on  prices  more  than 
offset  the  effect  of  increased  production,  so  that  farm  egg 
prices  averaged  31  percent  higher  than  in  the  first  9  months 
of  1941.    With  higher  feed  prices,  the  egg-feed  ratio  has 
averaged  only  slightly  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Reflecting 
the  record  large  hatch  this  year,  receipts  of  poultry  at 
Midwest  primary  markets  during  the  past  3  months  have  been  52 
percent  larger 'than  in  the  same  months  last  year  and  stocks 
have  recently  increased  above  a  year  earlier.    Wtih  large 
consumer  incomes  and  the  shortage  of  meats,  farm  prices  of 
chickens  from  January  through  September  averaged  19  percent 
higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  the  price  of  turkeys  averaged 
2b  percent  higher. 
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Egg  Supplies  Likely  to  Increase  6  tp_  8  Percent  in  19^3 

With  about  10  percent  more  chickens  raised  on  farms  this  year  than  in 
19^-1  and  with  a  continued  favorable  egg-feed  price  ratio  in  prospect,  numbers 
^f  layers  on  farms  at  the  "beginning  of  19^3  are  likely  to  "be  from  6  to  2  per- 
cent larger  than  at  the  beginning  of  19'42.    Assuming  normal  weather,  the  rate 
of  lay  may  he  about  the  same  as  in  19^-2.    Despite  the  prospective  increase  in 
egg  production 'in  19^3,  however,   supplier  for  civilians  may  be  about  the  same 
as  in  19^2,  since  increased  quantities  probably  will  be  needed  for  lend-lease, 
the  armed  forces,  and  hatching.  •  Many  of  the  eggs  purchased  for  lend-lease  and 
the  armed  forces  will  be  in  dried  form.    Egg  prices,  under  the  ceilings, 
probably  will  average  considerably  higher  than  in  19^-2. 

Chicken  Meat  Supplies  to  Increase  Mate  rial  ly  in  l_9i£i 

As  a  result  of  the  large  hatch  this  year,  sales  of  chickens  from  farms 

in  19^-2  will  be  16  to  13  perce?it  larger  than  in  19*+1.  Much  of  the  increase 

will  take  place  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  .-since  marketings  in  the 
summer  were  on  a  reduced  scale. 

Some  further  increase  in  the  number  of  chickens  raised  on  general  farms 
may  occur  in  19^+3 «    A  materially  larger  output  of  commercial  broilers  also  is 
in  prospect.      Commercial  broiler 'production  is  increasing  more  than  usual  for 
this  time  of  year  and  operations  in  19^3  are  likely  to  be  more  nearly  constant 
than  ever  before,  since  prices  proba/bly  will  be  favorable  for  chicken  meat 
production  throughout  the  year.     Vith  restrictions  on  some  kinds  of  meat,  con- 
sumers undoubtedly  will  trice  all  the  chicken  meat  that  will  be  available  at 
ceiling  prices. 

Supplies  of  turkey  this  fall  will  be  abou.t  as  large  as  last  year  and 
prices  will  continue  materially  higher.    Turkey  production  in  19^3  may  be 
larger  than  in  194-2.     Supplies  of  feed  are  large  and  the  turkey-feed  price 
ratio  has  been  favo rable  to  producers. 

Horth  Atlantic  States  -  Sg.g-fead  Price  3n,t io  Favorable 

The  egg-feed  price  ratio  in  the  North  Atlantic  States  was  slightly  more 
favorable  in  mid-September  this  year  than  last  and  the  rate  of  lay  was  2  per- 
cent higher.     The  egg-feed  price  ratio  is  expected  to  continue  more  favorable 
than  average  and  with  9  percent  more  chickens  raised  this  year  than  last,  the 
number  of  layers  on  hand  on  January  1,  19^3  nay  be  7  percent  larger  than  at 
the  beginning  of  I9U2.     Supplies  of  chicken  meat  from  this  area  in  19U2  will  be 
about  11  percent  larger  than  in  19U1  and  sales  from  farms  will  be  the  largest 
on  record. 

East  Ho rth  Central  States  -  Number  of  Layers  Increased 

The  number  of  layers  on  farms  in  the  East  ifforth  Central  States  during 
September  was  8  percent  larger  than  last  year  and  the  rate  of  lay  was  about 
the  same.    Egg- feed  price  relationships  continue  favorable  to  poultry  producers 
and,  with  6  percent  more  chickens  raised  than  in  19*41,  laying  flocks  on 
January  1,  19U3  probably  will  be  3  to  k  percent  larger  than  in  January  I9H2. 
Sales  of  chickens  this  year  will  be  about  10  percent  larger  than  last  year. 
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West  ITorth  Central  States  -  .Chickon  Sa^es,  Large 

Sales  of  chickens  from  farms  in  the  West  North  Central  States  will  "be 
about  one  fourth  larger  in  19*42  than  in  19U1  and  on  a  total  live-weight  "basis 
such  sales  nay  "be  the  largest  on  record.    Although  consumption  of  chicken  in 
urban  centers  within  the  area  is  unusually  large  this  year,  a  greatly  increased 
quantity  is  being  packed  for  shipment  to  deficit-producing  areas  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.    Number  of  layers  on  hand  in  September  was  1*+  percent  larger* 
than  a  year  earlier  and  next  January  1  the  number  on  hand  may  be'  10  to  12 
percent  larger  than  on  January  1,  19U2. 

South  Atlantic  States  -  Commercial  Broiler  Outirat  Uo 


The  number  of  chickens  raised  on  farms  this  year  in  the  South  Atlantic 
3ta.tes  is  5  percent  larger  than  in  19^-1.    Commercial  "broiler  production  also  1 
has  increased  considerably  as  indicated  by  the  27  and  22  percent  increases, 
respectively,  in  the  July  and  August  output  of  chicks  by  commercial  hatcheries 
in  this  area.    The  egg-feed  price  ratio  has  "been  unusually  favorable  in 
recent  months  and  the  number  of  layers  on  farms  next  January  1  may  be  ~j  5 
percent  larger  than  on  January  1,  19^2.    Feed  supplies  if  ill  bo  made  up  of  a 
larger  than  usual  proportion  of  high-protein  feeds  as  a  result  of  the  large  m 
oilseed  crushing  to  take  place  in  these  States. 

South  Central  States  -  Fall  Hatching  Fro gram  Important 

Numbers  of  chickens  raised  this  year  increased  more  in  the  South 
Central  States  than  in  any  other  region.    Sales  of  chickens  by  farmers  in 
this  area  will  be  over  25  percent  larger  than  in  19^1.     The  number  of  layers  I 
on  farms  in  September  was  lb  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  but  the  rate  | 
of  lay  was  2  percent  smaller.    The  egg-feed  ratio  in  September  in  this  aroa 
was  slightly  less  favorable  to  producers  than  last  year  although  more  favorable 
than  average.    With  12  percent  more  chickens  raised  this  year  than  last,  an 
increase  of  7  to  9  percent  in  the  number  of  hens  and  pullets  on  farms  is  ■ 
expected  in  19H3.    The  program  for  increasing  the  number  of  foil-hatched  chi 
will  be  of  particular  importance  in  the  South  where  fall-hatched  birds  become 
well  feathered  before  cold  weather  sets  in. 

■-. 

Western  States  —  Production  Main  trained 

The  number  of  layers  on  band  in  the  Western  States  in  September  was  5 
percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.     With  7  percent  more  chickens  raised  thi 
year  than  last,  the  number  of  layers  on  January  1,  19^3  may  be  5  to  7  percent 
larger  than  on  the  same  date  in  19^2.    The  egg-feed  price  ratio  in  this  area 
in  mid-September  was  favorable  for  egg  production  and  the  rate  of  lay  in 
September  was  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.     Sales  of  chickens  from 
general  farms  in  this  region  in  19H2  will  be  about  S  percent  larger  than  in 
19^1. 
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